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Abstract

Phenomenological study on the experience of ecological cooperative

housing residents as ethical consumers
Nahyun Kwon

This is a study to understand the purchase experience of people who live in ecological
cooperative housing by the qualitative method of phenomenological study. Three subjects were
interviewed in order to explore experiences of ecological cooperative housing and the meaning of
the ethical consumption to the subjects. The interviews took place duting Aug. 3 to 10, 2013.
Fach interview took 60~90 minutes each, including the validation process of repeating each
question and asking the subjects’ consent on their answers. The interviews were recorded by the
mobile phone and transcribed with the computer word program. Repeated reading and extracting
meaningful statements were done to develop themes on the subjects' experiences of ethical
consumption by the Colaizzi's method of the phenomenological study. The themes are: happy
experiences, daily pleasures, convenience, feclings of communication, feelings of growth and
development, feelings of consolation and healing, feelings of being eco-friendly, feelings of being
respected, feelings of sharing, and feelings of being restricted. The limitation of this study is that

there was only a small number of subjects. Is is suggested to repeat the study with more subjects.

Key Words: Ethical Consumption, Cooperative Housing, Ecological Cooperative Housing, Fair
Trade, Phenomenological Study
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